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one of the signs of a very barbarous civilisation ;
to use a phrase which, I believe, includes no
contradiction. A Chinese mandarin cannot
condescend to feed himself with his own fingers,
though he does not actually think it necessary
to eat by proxy. A very fine gentleman among
us hardly considers himself able to walk, and
would no more carry home in his hand a small
volume which he had just bought in a book
shop, than he would harness himself to a <&b
and draw it round Hyde Park. Once, I believe,
it was thought a rather ignoble thing to be able
to see well without a glass; whether indeed it
has not sometimes been fashionable to be a little
deaf, is more than I can say. The Greeks in
old time had a different notion of dignity*
Proud of bodily strength as well as of beauty
they were not ashamed of offices which requited
manual skill. Princes alternately horded oxen
and delivered the law; and royal virgins, who
emblazoned in embroidery the wars of the giants
and the histories of the Gods, were not above
milking the cows. I confess there .